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As part of ASI’s ongoing commitment to building dementia friendly communities ASI made great progress in
2022 across a range of activities.  Highlights include our Learning & Development team coordinated the delivery
of  Dementia Awareness training to 661 people in a range of companies and organisations, a 92% increase on
2021. In November, ASI was delighted to have The Minister for Education, Norma Foley TD, officially launch the
‘Creating A Dementia Inclusive Generation’ Transition Year programme in Tralee, Co Kerry. This is an e-learning
programme based on empowerment - giving the youth of society the knowledge to play a key role in diminishing
the stigma around dementia- and making the world a safer and more inviting place for people living with
dementia. ASI was delighted to work closely with the Dementia Services Information & Development Centre
(DSIDC) on this important project. The Board look forward to developing our Friends of ASI project in 2023.

2022 was also a busy year for our Public Affairs and Advocacy team and their work to achieve our strategic
objective to advocate for rights and resources for people with dementia and their carers and communities.     

ASI’s Pre-Budget Submission 2023 Dementia Can’t Wait – Urgent funding needed to address rising need, called
for an overall investment of €19m to address difficulties in meeting the rising demand for dementia services. 

The Board welcomes the Budget 2023 announcement by Minister of State for Mental Health and Older People
Mary Butler TD that the priority focus of the development of dementia services and supports will continue. ASI
also welcomes an increase in 15% of new home care hours ringfenced for people with dementia, with a
continuation of dementia at-home support and continued funding of The Alzheimer Society of Ireland.  The Board
appreciates the support for the Pre-Budget 2023 campaign, including staff, branches, e-campaigners and
advocacy champions. We acknowledge the considerable engagement with Minister Mary Butler, Senator Fiona
O’Loughlin, and all in the All-Party Oireachtas Group on Dementia. ASI’s objectives in Budget 2023 were
consistent with the 2020 Programme for Government and its commitment to implementing the National
Dementia Strategy. The need for services is growing among existing service users and those who have not
previously been in contact with dementia-specific services. A culture of scarcity exists as providers contend with
unmet demand for places. Our pre-budget submission called for the resources to meet ever-increasing public
demand. Dementia in Ireland has increased from 54,000 to 64,000, and a deepening gap between services and
needs must be addressed.

ASI continues to support the work of The Irish Dementia Working Group (IDWG) and Dementia Carers
Campaign Network (DCCN) to amplify the lived experience of dementia, raise awareness, challenge stigma and
be a voice of and for carers of people living with dementia. 

In 2022 the IDWG engaged in two national policy consultations, Dementia Inclusive Communities and Human
Rights and Equality, contributed to health care professional education programmes and supporting resources
including work with the Decision Support Service. The group also worked within ASI, engaging with our HR,
Learning & Development, Dementia Information & Advisory, Community Engagement and Fundraising teams.  

The DCCN also engaged in national policy consultation including work with the Decision Support Service on the
Assisted Decision Making & Capacity Act, the national Carers Forum and the Department of Health Palliative
Care for Adults. The group provided support and insights in nine ASI projects including the Dementia Hub and
new information resources for family carers. The DCCN continued their engagement with the Arts including the
development of a new theatre project and supporting the relaunch of the Azure Tours. 

In 2022, the Board was delighted to approve ASI’s Research Strategy 2022-2024, confirming our commitment to
develop and grow research infrastructure in Ireland, to developing evidence and robust evaluation and
translating evidence through dissemination and communication. 

On World Alzheimer’s Day in September 2022, ASI launched guidance for community groups and healthcare
professionals to enhance accessibility and inclusivity to people with Young Onset Dementia (YOD) and their
families.  The Board was also pleased, with support from the HSE, to commission an external evaluation of our
Day Care at Home Service which will explore the impact and benefit of the service to inform its future
development.
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