Pre-budget Submission 2027: The Alzheimer Society of Ireland (The ASI)
Wednesday, June 24th 2026.
 
Government urged to invest €8.23 million in community dementia supports amid rising demand

Demand for Dementia Day Care centres continues to grow

The Alzheimer Society of Ireland seeks to meet growing demand to support young onset dementia 

The Alzheimer Society of Ireland (The ASI) is calling on the Government to invest €8.23million in dementia supports and services to address growing demand for services across the country.

The ASI is calling on Government to improve equity of access for people living with dementia and family carers through investment in community day care services, dementia-specific home care, and also to increase supports for people with young-onset dementia.

The recommendations are contained in The ASI’s Pre-Budget Submission 2027, A Clear Path to Better Community Supports – Building a Dementia-Inclusive Ireland, which was launched today (24/6/2026) at Buswell's Hotel in Dublin.

There are over 64,000 people with dementia in Ireland, and this is forecast to more than double to 150,000 by 2045. An estimated 11,000 new cases of dementia in Ireland each year, and anyone can get dementia – including people in their 30s/40s/50s. Young-onset dementia refers to a diagnosis under the age of 65. 

The submission asks Government to build on dementia commitments in the Programme for Government, with an additional €8,238,730 sought in 2027. Key asks in the submission are:

· €240,000 to develop five new dementia-specific Day Care Centres
· €100,000 to expand capacity in existing Day Care Centres
· €716,100 to increase Day Care at Home supports, reaching an additional 173 people
· €6,163,200 to provide an additional 180,000 Dementia-Specific Home Care Support hours
· €629,000 to expand the Dementia Adviser Service
· €210,080 to fund Activity Groups for younger-onset and early-stage dementia
· €75,000 for external evaluation of the Activity Clubs
· €105,350 to expand Maintenance Cognitive Stimulation Therapy (MCST).

The ASI’s CEO Andy Heffernan said:

“Budget 2027 offers a major opportunity to secure critical funding for dementia services at a time of rising demand, increasing public awareness and growing political attention. Demand for services continues to rise as the number of people living the condition increases year on year.

“Through a focused approach on dementia supports and services, and strategic alignment with the Programme for Government, we can deliver more personalised, community-based care, including dementia-specific home care, while also ensuring people can access the right supports at the right stage of their journey. This will help people to remain at home for longer, where they want to be, supported by their families and communities.

“In our submission Budget 2027: A Clear Path to Better Community Supports Building a Dementia-Inclusive Ireland, the Alzheimer Society of Ireland presents investment options for dementia supports and services that enhance availability and ensure people with dementia and their families can access the appropriate supports at every stage and live as well as possible.” 

The ASI’s submission includes an ask of €210,080 to fund 10 Activity Groups specifically for young-onset and early-stage dementia. 

Wayne Baron (59), living in Lucan, Co. Dublin, was diagnosed with Lewy body dementia in 2018 at the age of 52. Within a year of his diagnosis, Wayne was no longer able to continue in the job he loved as a head chef. 

He now attends a young-onset Activity Club run by The ASI. Wayne and his wife Siobhán, who have four children, have had to adapt quickly to the realities of young-onset dementia. Wayne described the difference the Activity Club has made:

“Everything changed overnight. I had to give up the job I loved, and our whole world was turned upside down. But I’m still me – I still want to live my life and stay connected. What really helps is being around people my own age who understand what I’m going through. It gives you a sense of yourself back. It makes a huge difference, and more people need that kind of support.”

Siobhán, who now balances part-time work with her role as Wayne’s primary carer, spoke about the impact of the diagnosis on family life and the importance of support for carers.

“You just don’t expect something like this to happen in your 50s. You’re still raising a family and trying to plan for the future, and suddenly everything feels uncertain. Day to day, it can be overwhelming. You’re balancing work, family life and caring, and there’s very little time to step back.

“Knowing Wayne has somewhere he feels comfortable and understood makes such a difference. It gives him something positive, and it gives me the reassurance I need to keep going.”

The ASI’s Head of Operations and Community Engagement, Siobhán O’Connor said a key priority in its Pre-Budget Submission is a €100,000 investment to expand capacity across three existing day care centres in Bessboro, Blackrock, Cork City; Whistlemount, Navan, Co. Meath and Bethany House, Carlow. 

“This investment would enable The Alzheimer Society of Ireland to reduce growing waiting lists by creating capacity for an additional 2,500 attendances annually, while supporting people living with dementia to remain in their communities for longer.

“Dementia-specific day centres are a vital part of Ireland’s care landscape. They provide safe, welcoming spaces where people can stay connected, engage in meaningful activities, and live well for longer, while also offering essential respite and support to family carers. These clubs are among the most valuable social supports for people living with young-onset and early-stage dementia, where being with peers of a similar age and stage is particularly important. They offer safe, inclusive, and engaging environments, with a wide range of enjoyable and therapeutic activities that enhance wellbeing and quality of life.”  

Andy Heffernan highlighted additional key areas for progress in Budget 2027:

“Dementia Advisers deliver a locally based, personalised service that provides information, signposting, and emotional support to people concerned about their cognitive health, as well as those with a diagnosis of dementia. Invest €629,000 to deliver eight additional Dementia Advisers.  

“Maintenance Cognitive Stimulation Therapy (MCST) supports cognitive function and enhances quality of life for people living with dementia. Invest €105,35 to deliver 10 additional MCST programmes.

“A further ask is €75,000 for an external evaluation of The ASI’s Activity Clubs to provide a clear, evidence-based assessment of the impact of the Clubs to build a comprehensive picture for development into the future.”  

The ASI’s Submission A Clear Path to Better Community Supports Building a Dementia-Inclusive Ireland 2027 can be downloaded at this link. The campaign can be tracked supported online at #DementiaInclusiveIreland.



The eight asks in the ASI’s submission are:

Develop five new Dementia-Specific Day Care Centres for €240,000
Dementia-specific day centres provide a warm, welcoming environment where people living with dementia can connect, stay active, and thrive beyond the home. An investment of €240,000 would fund five new one-day day care centres, supporting 40 clients each week and delivering 2,000 attendances annually. 

Expand Capacity in Existing Day Care Centres for €100,000
The ASI is seeking to expand capacity across three existing day care services: Bessboro, Blackrock, Cork City; Whistlemount, Navan, Co. Meath; and Bethany House, Carlow. This investment would support an additional 20 clients per week, delivering approximately 2,500 extra annual attendances. 

Increase Day Care at Home Supports for €716,000 
Day Care at Home is a specialist dementia service delivered by trained care workers who provide one-to-one, person-centred support to individuals living with dementia. The ASI is seeking resource to deliver an additional 21,700 hours, reaching 173 new clients.

Increase Investment in Dementia-Specific Home Care Support costing €6,163,200 
People living with dementia have diverse and complex needs when it comes to homecare. Dementia-specific home support provides person-centred, consistent, and continuous care, delivered by staff with specialist training in dementia. The ASI is seeking €6,163,200 to deliver an additional 180,000 home care hours ringfenced for dementia. 

Expand the Dementia Adviser Service costing €629,000
Dementia Advisers deliver a locally based, personalised service that provides information, signposting, and emotional support to people concerned about their cognitive health, as well as those with a diagnosis of dementia, throughout their journey. The ASI is seeking funding to recruit eight additional Dementia Advisers strengthening access to this vital support nationwide.  

Fund Activity Groups for Younger-Onset and Early-Stage Dementia costing €210,080 
Activity Clubs are among the most valuable social supports for people living with young-onset and early-stage dementia. They provide safe, inclusive, and engaging environments where participants can take part in a wide range of enjoyable and therapeutic activities. These include art therapy, music sessions, gardening, and tailored social events and outings. The ASI is seeking 10 Activity Clubs.

Fund External Evaluation of the Activity Clubs costing €75,000 
An external evaluation would provide a clear, evidence-based assessment of the impact of the Activity Clubs. Using a supportive and non-intrusive approach, it would gather feedback from staff, participants, and advocates to build a comprehensive picture of the service.  

Maintenance Cognitive Stimulation Therapy (MCST) costing €105,350
Cognitive Stimulation Therapy (CST) is an evidence-based, non-pharmacological intervention that supports cognitive function and enhances quality of life for people living with dementia. It combines structured cognitive activities with meaningful social interaction; all delivered within a person-centred framework. Maintenance Cognitive Stimulation Therapy (MCST) sessions are planned to follow on from the completion of the 14-session (seven-week) CST programme and run once weekly over a 24-week period. MCST extends the benefits of the CST over time, helping to sustain engagement and wellbeing. ASI is looking to deliver 10 programmes. (A programme is 1 x a 24-week session.)
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Further information
Ronan Cavanagh, Cavanagh Communications: (086) 317 9731 / ronan@cavanaghcommunications.ie
 
About The Alzheimer Society of Ireland
A national non-profit organisation, The Alzheimer Society of Ireland is person-centred, rights-based and grassroots-led, with the voice of the person with dementia and those who care and support at its core.
 
The National Helpline on 1800 341 341 is open six days a week, Monday to Friday 10am – 5pm & Saturday 10am – 4pm. Email at helpline@alzheimer.ie or via Live Chat at www.alzheimer.ie
 
About Dementia
· Dementia is an umbrella term used to describe a range of conditions which cause changes and damage to the brain.
· Dementia is progressive. There is currently no cure. Dementia is not simply a health issue, but a social issue that requires a community response.
· The majority of people with dementia (63%) live at home in the community. Over 180,000 people in Ireland are currently, or have been, carers for a family member or partner with dementia with many more providing support and care in other ways.
· 1 in 10 people diagnosed with dementia in Ireland are under 65.
· The overall cost of dementia care in Ireland is just over €1.69 billion per annum; 48% of this is attributable to family care; 43% is accounted for by residential care; formal health and social care services contribute only 9% to the total cost.
