
Dear @FIRSTNAME@,

We are delighted to welcome you along to the Winter edition of your ASI Research Newsletter. This

update showcases the collective work of the ASI Research Team, the Dementia Research Advisory Team

and our TeamUp for Dementia Research service, alongside the collaborations that continue to strengthen

dementia research and public involvement across Ireland.

The Alzheimer Society of Ireland Research Highlights 

Supporting Early Career Researchers and Lived Expertise - DRATgons' Den 2025

Participants competed for a €3,000 research funding prize, awarded to the project that best

demonstrated clarity, relevance, and meaningful engagement with lived experience.

This event was made possible with thanks to the Health Research Board Events and Conferences

Sponsorship Scheme 2025.
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In October, The Alzheimer Society of Ireland's dedicated Public

and Patient Involvement (PPI) panel, the Dementia Research

Advisory Team (DRAT), hosted the inaugural DRATgons’ Den — an

interactive knowledge-exchange event where Early Career

Researchers (ECRs) pitched their research ideas to DRAT

members and fellow researchers in the style of the TV show

Dragons’ Den.

 

This innovative format placed lived experience at the centre of

decision-making, challenging researchers to communicate their

ideas clearly and accessibly, while ensuring that public input

genuinely shaped project development. DRAT members shared

insights and provided constructive feedback, ultimately selecting

the strongest proposal.



To learn more about the work of the Dementia Research Advisory Team please click HERE.

ASI Supports Walking the Talk for Dementia

Now in its third year, Walking the Talk for Dementia is an immersive research conference that brings

together people living with dementia, family caregivers, researchers, clinicians, policymakers and

advocates from around the world. Participants embark on a multi-day walk along part of the Camino de

Santiago, before engaging in a two day symposium where scientific discussion is blended with personal

insight. This shared physical experience creates space for connection and reflection across diverse

perspectives, breaking down traditional hierarchies between lived experience and professional

expertise.  

The Alzheimer Society of Ireland was delighted to support Ruth Forrest, Kevin Cullen and Tom Hennessy,

members of our Dementia Research Advisory Team, to take part in this year's event. They were

supported by Research Project Officer, Cíara O'Reilly.

ASI Research Strategy Launched July 2025

Brain Health & Dementia - book your tickets now!

Building on the progress made through our 2022–2024 strategy, and

informed by consultation with key stakeholders, our 2025 strategy sets out a

clear and focused plan for the years ahead. At a time of rapid change in

dementia research, it is designed to maximise impact and support

meaningful improvements in people’s lives.    

    

For a comprehensive overview of the six key priorities which will guide our

work for the coming years, please click HERE.             

https://alzheimer.ie/creating-change/research/ppi/
https://alzheimer.ie/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/ASI_RESEARCH-POLICY_FINAL-VERSION.pdf


TeamUp for Dementia Research

The TeamUp for Dementia Research service had a bumper year of exciting research opportunities. From

lab-based studies, to in-person focus groups, online surveys and 1:1 interviews, the Members

generously supported researchers from the University of Galway, Dublin City University, University

College Cork and many more!

The participation of people affected by dementia in research is invaluable and we are grateful to all of

our members for their generous contributions.

We look forward to bringing you many more exciting opportunities in 2026.

Research Opportunity for TeamUp for Dementia Research members
(Member Profile: Family Carer, Location: Online)

We are excited to announce that, in collaboration with

Dementia Research Network Ireland (DRNI), we will be

hosting a free public research day focused on dementia and

brain health!

The event will feature leading researchers, clinicians, local

service providers and people with lived experience, sharing

insights in a clear and accessible way.

Venue: The Civic Theatre, Tallaght, Dublin.  

Date: Tuesday, 25th February, 2026

Time: 10:00 - 15:00

Click here to view our exciting line-up of speakers.

This is a free, ticketed event with booking essential. Tickets

available HERE.

https://i.emlfiles4.com/cmpdoc/4/6/2/0/2/1/files/96974_research-event-agenda-for-asi.png
https://www.civictheatre.ie/whats-on/brain-health-dementia-understanding-connection/?utm_campaign=3500398_End%20of%20Year%20RoundUp%20%2F%20Christmas%202025&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Alzheimers%20Society%20of%20Ireland&dm_t=0,0,0,0,0


Happy Holidays & Best Wishes for 2026
We would like to thank everyone for their continued support for dementia research and wish you all a

safe and enjoyable holiday season.



For anyone needing support during the festive period please
reach out to our National Helpline.
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